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Individualized Interdisciplinary Major

Some students may design a major different from those offered by the departments.  An individualized interdisciplinary major makes this possible.  After working with a faculty mentor, a student presents a program proposal to the Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs.  Individualized interdisciplinary majors must then be approved by the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee.  An interdisciplinary major must have a central theme; it cannot be a mixture of courses without an organizing principle.  A student electing to complete an individualized major cannot have another major.

General Requirements:
1. All University graduation requirements must be satisfied.


2. At least one-half of the courses approved for the major must be taken at Manchester University.


3. Although academic majors are ordinarily declared by the end of the sophomore year, proposals for Individualized Interdisciplinary majors must be submitted to the Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs no later than the fall semester of the junior year (prior to earning more than 78 semester hours of credit).

The Written Proposal:

Students should consult with a faculty mentor prior to submitting proposals.  The proposal must include:


· a rationale for the major that offers compelling evidence of significant concentration of study in related disciplines;

· a list of courses to be included in the major (The major must include at least 42 semester hours of coursework, and at least 21 of those hours must be at the 300 and 400 level.); 


· a statement which indicates why the proposed individualized major is more consistent with the student’s post-graduate plans than regularly offered catalog majors and minors;


· a description of the Senior Comprehensive Experience, and 


· Faculty Mentor’s signature​
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