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Mandy Hoff
Staff Writer

As part of V-Day, a global 
activist movement to stop 
violence against wom-
en, the Feminist Student 
Union organized a read-
ing of Eve Ensler’s “Va-
gina Monologues” on April 
29. Compiled from stories 
of over 200 women from 
across the world and gen-
erations, the “Monologues” 
are performed to help ex-
plore sexuality and to en-
courage women to speak 
freely about themselves 
and their experiences. 
First-years Jane Webb 
and Kirsten Hart, and ju-
nior Emily Katona read 
the introductory mono-
logue. Their introduction 
not only included the word 
“vagina,” but also listed al-
ternative names for it, like 
“va jay jay” and “Pikachu.” 
“Women need to be proud 
of their bodies,” Webb said.
 Part of the reason 
“The Vagina Monologues” 
exist is that simply hear-
ing the word “vagina” can 
be uncomfortable to many 
individuals. However, as 
Webb points out, the same 
problem does not seem 
to surround men. “Guys 
talk about their penises 
all the time,” she said.
       So, Katie Ma-
jka, junior, reasoned by 
saying, “Yea, so I can 
scream about my vagina!”
 One of the more 
memorable monologues 
from the night was entitled 
“My Angry Vagina” which 
was read by junior Kayla 
Zehr. While most of the 
women Ensler interviewed 
were uncomfortable talking 
about themselves at first, 
the woman Zehr portrayed 
had no problem with the 
word “vagina” or discussing 

why she was fed up with 
society’s response to it. 
Multiple times throughout 
the performance Zehr had 
the audience laughing, par-
ticularly when she pulled 
a tampon from her jacket 
and began a rant about the 
ways her culture makes 
women alter themselves.
 Junior Whitnee Hi-
dalgo and president of the 
Feminist Student Union, 
performed two parts. One 
was in “the ‘wear and say’ 
list” and she was joined by 
sophomore Rose Johnson 
and junior Krista Reese. 
The three read answers 
from women who had re-
sponded to the question, 
“What would your vagina 
say and what would it 

wear?” Hidalgo also read a 
short piece called “Vagina 
Happy Fact,” a compari-
son of vaginas and penis-
es that noted that vaginas 
have more nerve endings 
than any part of the body, 
male or female, and twice 
as many as the penis. 
 First-year Cath-
erine Lange also read a 
monologue entitled “The 
Vagina Workshop,” which 
was the recollection of one 
woman’s near panic when 
she stopped having or-
gasms. This lead her to at-
tend a workshop that helped 
women explore their bod-
ies and become more com-
fortable with themselves. 
The workshop helped the 
woman realize that she 

was in charge of her body. 
 Some of the stu-
dents that read had to 
deal with shy natures and 
overcome the fact that they 
would be reading mono-
logues that dealt with a 
seldom-discussed topic. 
Some audience members 
felt uncomfortable during 
the first few monologues 
simply because they were 
not used to the word be-
ing used so freely. Satomi 
Imai, a student from Ja-
pan, squirmed uncomfort-
ably every time one of her 
friends said “vagina” while 
they were enjoying refresh-
ments during intermission.
  Not only did most 
of the performers on stage 
have to deal with the same 

discomfort that the audi-
ence felt dealing with the 
context of vaginas and 
womanhood, but they had 
to figure out a way to per-
form through it. Because 
Ensler collected 200 sto-
ries from women, the FSU 
members had a wide va-
riety of pieces from which 
to choose. “I didn’t choose 
the incredibly vulgar ones 
because I wouldn’t know 
how to do it,” Webb said. 
 Being a generally 
soft-spoken person, yet 
passionate about feminism, 
Webb knew she had to 
choose a piece that would 
suit her and still allow her 
to contribute to the event. 
“If I’m not willing to partici-
pate, then I’m not promot-

ing my ideas,” she said. 
 Majka also com-
mented on her worries 
saying, “I had normal jit-
ters. I knew a couple of 
my professors would be 
in the audience.” She felt 
slightly awkward about 
this because she had to 
fake orgasm twenty times 
on stage. She’d counted.
 There were only 
a few men present at the 
beginning and less by the 
end. One of them was ju-
nior Braden Nelson who 
came because his girl-
friend invited him. “I didn’t 
know what to expect, but 
I heard [it was] funny,” 
he said. Nelson left feel-
ing more informed about 
what women are going 
through in our country 
and around the world. 
 Natalie Collar, se-
nior and Nelson’s girlfriend, 
admitted she was curious 
about how he would re-
act to the monologues. “I 
wasn’t hesitant to come, 
but bringing a boy with 
me - I was uncertain of 
his response,” she said. 
Nelson didn’t disap-
point her, though, and 
said that the monologues 
were “intense” and that 
he “really enjoyed them.”
 Although the word 
“vagina” and talk of sexual 
subjects made several au-
dience members feel awk-
ward in the beginning of 
the program, Majka notes 
that the mission of V-Day 
is worth spreading. “The 
message is more impor-
tant than people being un-
comfortable,” she said. It 
is a call to create a world 
where woman can live 
safely and freely, to stop 
the violence against them, 
and to encourage them to 
share their experiences. 

SAY WHAT? The cast of the “Vagina Monologues” poses for a picture on the night of their performance.  The series of 
stories performed were gathered with the intent to instill pride in women, while also bringing attention to the need to end 
violence against women.  Although aptly named to attract women, the performance serves as a learning experience for 
men and women alike.                                                  Photo by Epi Sanchez

‘Vagina Monologues’ Instills Pride in Women

Katie Majka
Staff Writer

Although the fall play’s “1984” and the up-
coming “1776” musical are primarily male-
dominated productions, theater partici-
pants and enthusiasts at Manchester did 
not neglect its female actors when it came to 
the spring play. “That’s What She Said” is a 
collection of productions that call for an all-
female cast and focus on women’s issues. 
 Because the other perfor-
mances for the 2010-2011 school year 
lack a need for actresses, director 
Jane Frazier made it a point to stage a 
play from a purely female perspective.
 “Jane did it because the musi-
cal is so male-dominated,” senior Han-
nah Reed said. “The theater business is 
a competitive world for women, and this 
helped to give everyone an opportunity.”
 The show included four plays: 
“Medea,” a humorous interpretation of 
the Greek tragedy that focuses more on 
Medea’s character than on Jason the Ar-
gonaut’s; “The Role of Della,” which com-
ments on the competitive field of theater; 
“Sentences and Words,” which centers on 
the relationship of two women in life-and-
death circumstances; and “The Most Mas-
sive Woman Wins,” a striking demonstra-

tion of feminine self-esteem, confidence 
and lack thereof, as well as the strug-
gles of different women’s self-images.
 “What I got most out of the ex-
perience was that it’s all relevant,” 
Reed said. “Everyone can relate to 
one or even more of these stories.”
 The final performance of “That’s 
What She Said” encompassed a number 
of different issues in itself. Reed, along 
with fellow performers Angelina Jung, 
Gabrielle McAfee and Laura Kramer, por-
trayed women who struggle with eating 
disorders, familial discord, and ultimate 
self-loathing. The characters dealt with 
pressure from others in their lives – moth-
ers, boyfriends, children – that caused 
them to induce self-harm as they cracked 
under that pressure of trying to be what 
they had been led to believe was per-
fect. Achieving this status of the perfect 
wife, daughter, mother and woman as a 
whole was the ultimate goal as they re-
lived traumas from their past and present.
 Although not all women struggle 
with the same issues, “That’s What She 
Said” manages to explore all the possibilities 
and shed light on the reality of those issues.
 “It makes you realize that even 
skinny girls struggle with self-esteem and 
confidence and weight issues,” Reed said.

Spring Play ‘That’s What She Said’ Uses All-Female Cast

WOMEN SPEAK   Junior Laura Ahnert performs her role in the spring play, “That’s What 
She Said.”  The play was chosen to complement the male-dominated musical that in-
cludes few roles for women.  The stories portrayed on stage brought to light the serious-
ness of issues that women deal with every day.                                     Photo by Derek Wells

Female Spartans Make Impact on Stage 
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‘30 Mosques in 30 Days’ Visits Muslim-America
Chaz Bellman
Staff Writer

In a packed Wine Recital 
Hall limited to the first 200 
students, Aman Ali stood 
front and center on April 
25. With a Ralph Lauren-
style ensemble that resem-
bled that of hip-hop artist 

Mike Posner and a fresh-
shaven beard, Ali capti-
vated his audience with 
the stories of his 30-day 
travels with friend Bassam 
Tariq to visit 30 mosques 
across America. This 
2010 Ramadan road trip 
included stories of meet-
ing Vietnam vets to overly 

curious mothers in Vegas. 
 Ali grew up near 
Columbus, Ohio, in a tra-
ditional Muslim household. 
He shared memories of 
high school where, as a 
member of the wrestling 
team, he felt uncomfortable 
wrestling a female student 
and “let her win” to defeat 

his lack of comfort. The next 
day he recalled his mother 
taking his car keys and say-
ing, “If you want your keys 
back, you’ll have to wrestle 
me for them.” His humor-
ous style may have come 
from her, as Ali grew to be-
come a standup comedian, 
filmmaker and journalist. 
 After moving to 
New York after school Ali 
noticed that there were 163 
mosques within New York 
City. Intrigued by his sur-
roundings, Ali and friend 
Tariq decided to raise 
funds and begin a 30-day 
cross-country trip that 
would cover over 13,000 
miles in a rented car and 
bring to life compelling 
stories of Muslims and 
mosques across the nation.
 Although Ali stands 
on the grounds of Muslim 
faith he took the angle of a 
roving reporter compared 
to that of an activist. The 
duos’ trip sparked the inter-
est of CNN and other news 
networks that covered early 
portions of the travels of the 
two young men who raised 
the money for their trip by 
Facebook requests after 
the supporting foundation 
backed out two weeks prior. 
 The Ground Zero 
mosque has brought media 
limelight and stations have 
shown people protesting its 
location close to the twin 
towers. However, on the 
first day of the trip Ali found 
these reports contrary to 
his findings. In New York 
he found a mosque that 

had been established for 
one-and-a-half years with 
not a single protest oc-
curring but simple prayer 
and worship. This would 
not be the only interest-
ing findings of the trip. 
 As the pair con-
tinued their journey to 
America’s mosques in the 
south−Atlanta then Jack-
sonville− multiple shops 
with confederate flags 
caught their eye. Although 
they expected prejudice, 
they found friendly men 
free from judgment who 
welcomed them with open 
arms.  The southern end 
of the trip found everything 
from invites from rappers 
to Dave and Buster par-
ties, to an Arabic sandwich 
shop that served only pork 
(which is against the reli-
gion). They finally wound 
up in Mobile, AL, where 
they found a conservative 
mosque that allowed them 
only to pray briefly before 
expelling the two and the 
cameras from CNN. It was 
later found that the Imam’s 
son had been arrested for 
terrorist activity and he 
feared the cameras for 
questioning on that matter. 
 As the southern 
piece of the trip concluded, 
Ali shared the stories of the 
western travels and visit to 
Los Angeles where they 
met a group of Cambodian 
Muslims who all worked 
for fewer than ten dollars 
an hour and attempted to 
keep their mosque afloat.  
  Nearing the last 

several days of the trip Ali 
was followed by a mother 
in Vegas who continually 
called and insisted he stay 
with her while he traveled 
there. Ali also met a man 
who worked at the MGM 
Grand casino. Since it is 
against the Muslim reli-
gion to gamble, the man 
was often criticized for 
his job, but he told Ali: “I 
took the job to put food 
on the table for my kids.”  
 Departure from Ve-
gas took the men across 
Montana and into Ross, 
North Dakota, where the 
first United States mosque 
was erected in 1929. In a 
cornfield landscape with 
a feeling of being lost Ali 
arrived at the small town 
of 48 that shared a wide 
range of religions and 
harmony. Here he found 
in the ground below him 
the graves of American-
Muslim war veterans. 
 Ali’s compelling 
and humorous stories led 
him to the conclusion that 
Muslims are an upbeat 
subculture of America, 
where interesting com-
parisons and differences 
can be found nation-
wide within one religion. 

William Rhudy
Staff Writer

Although they are graduat-
ing in May, two Manches-
ter College students are 
only getting started with 
school.  Both Kacee Rob-
ins and Jason Ray will 
continue their collegiate 
careers at the Claude W. 
Pettit College of Law at 
Ohio Northern University.
 Robins, a history 
major from Huntertown, 
Ind., has always had the 
same career in mind. “I 
have wanted to go to law 
school for as long as I 
can remember and noth-
ing has been able to de-
ter me,” she said. “I have 
never given up my dream 
of becoming a lawyer.”
 Robins plans to 
study family law at Ohio 
Northern University. She 
has seen the impacts of 
divorce and estranged le-
gal battles first hand. “[My 
sister] got divorced when 
I was young and between 
that and the child custody 

battle that insued for years 
I really wanted to go into 
Family Law,” she said. “I 
would really like to help oth-
er parents, especially par-
ents with deadbeat exes.” 
 Jason Ray, a senior 
from Liberty, Ind., has been 
preparing for law school 
since he was a freshman at 
Union County high school, 
and pursued early opportu-
nities to learn all he could 
about the practice.  “When I 
was a senior in high school 
I was fortunate enough 
to have an internship at 
Toney and Douglass Law 
Firm,” Ray said. “I have 
not decided on a particu-
lar concentration, because 
I have a strong interest in 
being in private practice.”
 During his career 
at Manchester, Ray studied 
political science and Eng-
lish. “From several friends 
currently in law school, I 
was told that I was going 
to be reading and writ-
ing all the time,” he said. 
“I feel that I chose an ap-
propriate path while at-

tending Manchester, by 
combining my interest in 
politics and the reading 
and writing I encountered 
in my English classes.”
 Ray will graduate 
in May and receive a di-
ploma for his studies. He 
is looking forward to his 
next educational adven-
ture, but offers words of 
advice for others ponder-

ing a career in law. “Study 
for LSATs…really study; 
you will never be over-pre-
pared for that test,” he said.
 Ray and Robins 
have both pushed them-
selves academically while 
at Manchester College. To 
prepare for the rigor of law 
school Robins has partici-
pated in Mock Trial, as well 
as taken classes such as 

“Supreme Court” and “Con-
stitutional Law”, taught 
by Dr. Leonard Williams. 
 Robins found her-
self challenged by these 
classes but intrigued, “We 
looked at how the decisions 
the court made affected law 
making for years to come 
and it truly was fascinating,” 
she said. However, the ter-
minology and sheer mass 
of information was daunt-
ing, but not deterring. Rob-
ins knew the importance of 
early exposure to the law 
and eventually found the 
class extremely insightful, 
“Even if I did curse Pro-
fessor Williams as I stud-
ied for hours upon hours,” 
she said with a smile. 
Robins also felt naturally 
suited to the court room. 
“I didn't have the opportu-
nity to join Mock Trial until 
my junior year but when 
I did I was somewhat of a 
natural in the courtroom 
and felt right at home,” she 
said. “I loved my time on 
the Mock Trial team and 
it definitely prepared me 

the most for my career.”
 Law school attracts 
a particular type of student; 
one with academic abil-
ity coupled with a strong 
desire to better the world.  
The future years for Ray 
and Robins will be intense; 
while other graduates set-
tle into their first jobs out of 
college, these two students 
will be delving into a rigor-
ous curriculum intended to 
sharpen their minds and 
teach them the skills to 
compete in the arena of law.  

Robins, Ray to Attend Pettit College of Law

                                                                   Graphic courtesy of onu.edu

 
                       Graphic courtesy of 30mosques.com
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Education Majors Reveal Post-Graduation Plans
Lynette Griffin
Staff Writer

Whenever somebody 
hears the words, “I’m 
graduating with an edu-
cation major,” do they au-
tomatically think, “the job 
outlook is not very posi-
tive for you; good luck”? 
 Elementary Ed-
ucation major Kelsey 
Heisler says that when 
she was a first-year the 
job outlook for this ma-
jor was not negative, or 
if it was, she was not as 
aware of it.  “I always 
wanted to be a teacher,” 
she said. “My passion is 
kids.” She said no mat-
ter what, she still would 
have chosen this major.
 Immediately af-
ter graduation, education 
majors have many differ-
ent plans. Some are get-
ting married while others 
are working summer jobs, 
but, they all are looking for 
jobs in a school system.  
 Both Kaitlin 
Hughes and Chase Es-
tepp will be marrying 
their respective signifi-
cant others this summer. 
 Hughes, a K-12 
Choral Music Education 
and Vocal Performance 
major, plans on getting 
married in June and then 
opening her own studio 
teaching voice, piano 
and guitar lessons to be-
ginners. She already 
has three students lined 
up to begin in the sum-
mer, ages 5-15 years old. 
 “With younger stu-
dents, they are brand new,” 
she said. “They are more 
likely to want to practice 
and they haven’t learned 
a previous way already.” 
 Hughes hopes to 
find a job in the southeast-
ern part of Indiana, near her 
home. However, being a 
music major, it is even more 
difficult to find a job as mu-
sic and the arts are being 
taken from some schools.
 Hughes has a very 
strong opinion towards this 
situation. “Music is an es-
cape; not only for adults, 
but also for kids, so they 
need it in their everyday 
schooling!” she says.
 Estepp, an El-
ementary Education Pre-

K- 6 major, will also be get-
ting married in June and 
then immediately moving 
to Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 There are some 
60 plus elementary jobs 
available in Knoxville, 
so his job outlook looks 
particularly positive. 
 Estepp plans on 
being involved in his new 
community, and once he 
lands himself a teaching job, 
he hopes to become either 
a football or baseball coach 
within the school district. 
 “Teaching is about 
shaping the minds of to-
day’s youth,” Estepp said. 
 Some seniors will 
be looking for a summer 
jobs to help to get their foot 
in the door, or their sum-
mer job may be routine. 
 Jessica Williams, 
an Early and Middle Child 
Generalist with Mild In-

tervention major, plans 
on working at Franke 
Park Day Camp this sum-
mer, where she will be 
a camp counselor for 
six- to eight-year-olds.
 Williams’ favor-
ite thing about her ma-
jor was student teaching 
for kindergarteners. and 
looks forward to her fu-
ture career.“What better 
way to spend your career 
then working with the fu-
ture generation,” she said.
 However, gradu-
ating senior Eric Roof, 
will be working his routine 
summer job as a meal 
server at his local coun-
try club in Granger, Ind.
 He plans to live at 
home and substitute teach 
for a little while. Roof hopes 
to find a job in the Kokomo/ 
Indianapolis area, and to 
be an “influential” teacher 

who helps students from 
lower levels “excel” and 
“love being at school.”
 Roof extends ad-
vice to the underclass-
men in his major. “Work 
on your portfolio through-
out your four years; don’t 
save it for last minute,” he 
says. “Don’t forget to make 
good connections with your 
teachers and professors.” 
 Like Roof, many 
education majors plan 
to substitute teach if 
they are unable to line 
up a job immediately. 
 Heisler plans 
to move to Indianapo-
lis and live with her fam-
ily. She will be working at 
a day camp while look-
ing for a teaching job. 
 Heisler’s ideal job 
would be working in an ur-
ban school system teach-
ing first grade. “I teach for 

the children’s smiles, not 
the money,” Heisler added. 
 Education ma-
jors like to stay inside, get 
all dressed up, and as-
sign a lot of unnecessary 
homework, right? Wrong. 
 Ryan Adams, an 
Early Middle Childhood 
Generalist with Mild In-
tervention major, says 
that they [education ma-
jors] do like to get down 
and dirty! “We dissected 
a cow’s eye in Method’s 
Block,” Adams noted. 
 Adams plans to 
work on campus as a hall 
director during the sum-
mer and hopefully to find a 
teaching job for the fall in 
the North Manchester area. 
 To Adams, all of 
the tedious work plays off. 
There is a lot of work outside 
of the classroom, especial-
ly in planning and grading. 

 “Every day is a 
new day that they [his stu-
dents] are there to learn,” 
Adams says. “Their behav-
ior is occurring for a rea-
son, and I just need to get 
through to them that their 
education is why I’m here.”
 Leslie Bailey and 
Brittany Stevens, co-
presidents for next year’s 
Student Education Asso-
ciation, have been touched 
by the graduating seniors. 
 “It is rewarding to 
see and hear about the 
seniors’ journeys through 
the education depart-
ment,” Stevens said.
 “Their stories are 
very relatable because 
it is what we are going 
through or about to go 
through,” Bailey said. “It 
gives me hope and moti-
vation that I can make it 
through similar struggles.”

THOSE WHO CAN, TEACH     Seniors Kelsey Heisler, Eric Roof and Kaitlin Hughes smile for the camera. After graduation, Heisler will be moving to In-
dianapolis where she has already secured a position at a day camp. Roof will return to Granger, Ind. and substitute teach while searching for jobs in the 
Kokomo/Indianapolis area. Hughes is getting married this summer and opening her own music studio; she has three students lined up for this summer. 
                          Photo by Julia Largent

Kyle Grubbs
Contributing Writer

As I sit in my bedroom 
here in Jalapa, Mexico, I 
often wonder how it would 
be to a Mexican citizen 
instead of an American 
citizen with Mexican heri-
tage. I think about how my 
life would be different if my 
great-grandfather hadn’t 
decided to come to the 
“land of dreams and op-
portunity.” I imagine what 
it would be like to be one 
of the millions of Mexicans 
living on 55 pesos or less 
per day. What would I do? 
Would I be willing to move 
from where my home and 
family are to a land where 
I know I face a strong like-
lihood of discrimination?
 Most people don’t 
get to see firsthand the 
daily struggles that are 
faced in Mexico. I have 
been lucky enough to 
study abroad in Jalapa, 
Mexico for a semester 

and have had my eyes 
opened because of it. I 
believe it is quite possible 

people would change their 
opinions or be more open 
minded if they got a first-
hand look like I did. I’m 
not saying that illegal im-
migration should be with-
out repercussions or that it 
isn’t a serious issue, but I 
can now see why so many 
are choosing that path.
 I feel people need 
to see and realize the pull-
factors encouraging immi-
gration to the U.S. as well 
as the push-factors that are 
pushing them out of Mexi-
co. We’re pulling them here 
with our need for cheap la-
bor, and they’re also being 
pushed here by the lack of 
well-paying jobs in Mexico.  
I know Mexico has its prob-
lems and should be deal-
ing with them, but it might 
just be too much for Mex-
ico to handle on its own. 
 One argument I 
would like to make is that 
there is no such thing as 
an illegal human being. 
Calling someone an ille-
gal alien, or just plain il-
legal, is dehumanizing, 
degrading and downright 

unnecessary. I understand 
that they are breaking 
the law, but that does not 
make them any less hu-
man than a drug dealer 
who also breaks the law. 
 I’m not writing this 
to tell everyone to change 
their opinions, but I wish 
people would take more 
time to see the other side. 
People should be more 
aware of how much we 
bring this on ourselves. I 
can tell you, like many, I 
was unaware of the effect 
NAFTA (North American 
Free Trade Agreement) 
has had on immigration. 
We have made things 
easier on ourselves with its 
implementation, but much 
harder for those trying to 
get by in Mexico.  We want 
them to be able to sustain 
themselves, but we are 
not really allowing that. 
 Here’s hoping 
that something chang-
es; otherwise this will 
be an endless battle. 

Grubbs Gains New Perspective While Abroad

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW     Junior Kyle Grubbs poses for a picture at Teotihuacan, Mexico. 
Grubbs is currently studying abroad in Jalapa, Mexico.
               Photo courtesy of Kyle Grubbs



Mary Kohrman
Staff Writer

Manchester College’s pre-
med students had a great 
success this year as all ap-
plying seniors were accept-
ed into medical or dental 
school. Seniors Erin Cole, 
Kyle Carlson, Wes John-
son, Nick Seman and Josh 
Bowling will all begin their 
medical school careers, 
while Corey Martinez will 
be going to dental school.
 These future doc-
tors all came from scien-
tific backgrounds. They 
were primarily biology-
chemistry majors, and 
will either be following the 
traditional path to an M.D. 
degree, or the more re-
cent and modernized path 
of being a D.O., a doctor 
of Osteopathic medicine.  
 Senior Erin Cole 
will be attending the Indi-
ana University School of 
Medicine in pursuit of one 
day being Dr. Erin Cole, 
M.D. She has always been 
on the traditional path 
since her early days at MC. 
“[I was] biology/chemis-
try all the way!” Cole said. 
“I knew a wanted to go 
to medical school when I 
came here, but it took the 
experiences I had at MC 
for me to really understand 
what that meant and to 
know for sure it's what I 
wanted to do. I'm really ex-
cited for the next stage of 
my life. I know it's going to 

be a huge challenge as it 
tests me and changes me, 
but that's all part of becom-
ing the doctor I hope to be.”
 The concept of be-
ing a doctor, no matter how 
often the profession is ca-
sually referred to, is actual-
ly a very broad and diverse 
field. It’s about not only 
helping people, but also 
understanding who needs 
help and what type of ser-
vice one wants to dedicate 
their professional life to. 
 “I want to help un-
derserved populations, 
so primary care is my 
main interest,” Cole said. 
“There's a huge need for 
primary care physicians in 
America, especially with 
the new health care bill 
going through. Getting pri-
mary care to stay healthy 
is the most important part 
of medicine in my opinion.”
 Joining Cole at 
Indiana University will be 
Josh Bowling, at the In-
dianapolis M.D. campus. 
Bowling is pursuing a 
career as an anesthesi-
ologist and is passionate 
about encouraging other 
potential doctors not to be 
discouraged by the chal-
lenge of the path ahead. 
 “I had no idea how 
many options there were 
outside of pre-med when I 
first started,” Bowling said. 
“There are so many fields 
in healthcare that have the 
same/similar pre-requisites 
such as: dentistry, podiatry, 

physician assistant, nurs-
ing, chiropractic, med. tech, 
etc. Don't feel like you can't 
be a part of the healthcare 
process if you don't get ac-
ceptance to/lose interest in/
realize you don't want to go 
to school for another 8-11 
years like medical school.”
 Those going into 
Osteopathic medicine often 

decided upon this particular 
path to medicine through 
experiences and gaining 
understanding of what a 
“D.O.” doctor actually is. 
 Kyle Carlson, a bi-
ology-chemistry major, will 
be attending the Kansas 
City School of Medicine 
and Biological Sciences 
in the fall in pursuit of one 
day being Dr. Kyle Carlson, 
D.O.. “I didn’t really know 
much about Osteopathic 
medicine before com-
ing to MC,” Carlson said. 
“The more I learned about 
it, the more I realized that 
was what I wanted to be. In 
the big picture they really 
are not all that different.”
 The major differ-
ence between the two is 
that as a D.O., the physi-
cian focuses more upon 
preventative medicine and 
utilizes guidelines from the 
osteopathic philosophy, 
structural diagnosis and 
use of Osteopathic Manip-
ulative Treatment in the di-
agnosis and management 
of the patient’s illnesses. 
 This osteopathic 
technique takes into ac-
count the physical, environ-
mental and mental health of 
each patient and tries to un-
derstand how all other fac-
tors could be contributing 
to disease or illness. Both 
types of doctors have rela-
tively the same training, but 
with simply a different way 
of approaching the same 
problems and treatments. 
 Wes Johnson, 
accepted into the D.O 
program at Ohio Univer-
sity, understands that 
life is unpredictable. He 
wants future graduates to 
understand that options 
and preparation will de-
fine success. “Give your-
self options so you’re not 
stranded if your first couple 
choices do not accept you,” 
Johnson said. “Make your 
application as competitive 
as possible; it is impos-
sible to over prepare for 
the MCAT and interviews.” 
 Johnson’s accep-
tance into a school not first 
on his list may be more of 
an advantage than he origi-
nally thought. Each medi-
cal school offers unique 
advantages depending 
upon which type of doc-
tor someone wants to be, 
and the process of re-

searching schools is just 
as vital as building up the 
application itself.  
 Though he is still 
waiting to hear from IU 
Medical School, Johnson is 
happy with his acceptance 
to Ohio University. “It [Ohio 
University] was a good 
match for me because it had 
a large school atmosphere 
that I would like to experi-
ence since I went to a small 
undergraduate school,” he 
said. “It had a good repu-
tation from people I talked 
to, [and] it contributes a 
considerable amount of 
research knowledge to 
the medical profession, 
which is rare for a school 
of osteopathic medicine.”
 Corey Martinez, 
the solo future dentist of 
the bunch, will be attend-
ing the University of South-
ern California in the fall. 
He says that though he 
initially planning to go into 
orthopedic surgery, he had 
an “aha” moment while 
working under Dr. Mark 
Shafer during the medical 
practicum and realized he 
wanted to be a dentist. “I 
desire to become a dentist 
because I feel as though 
it offers doctor-patient in-
teraction that is unique to 
dentistry,” Martinez said. 
 Regarding advice 
to other students, Martinez 
wants them to realize that 
studying and good grades 
are just as important for 
first-years as they are for 
seniors. “Start now,” Mar-
tinez said. “Don't procras-
tinate and let grades slip. 
Doing well now will only 
relieve stresses as you ap-
proach junior and senior 
year when you begin real-
izing the requirements for 
medical or dental school.”
   Brandon Baccari, 
a current pre-medicine, 
biology-chemistry major, 
realizes the challenges 
ahead of him. “I’m look-
ing to take the challenges 
of next year’s courses to 
prepare me for the MCAT, 
[and] have the confidence 
that Manchester prepares 
its students very well for the 
difficulty of getting into med-
ical school,” Baccari said.
 With so many 
students hoping of be-
ing accepted into medical 
schools, the successful fu-
ture-doctors of the class of 

2011 had advice for those 
following in their footsteps. 
 “They [medical 
schools] look highly upon 
shadowing osteopathic 
physicians and doing as 
much research as you 
can,” Carlson said. “Get 
involved early on; it’ll open 
up doors in the future. 
One other thing that is re-
ally important as far as ad-
vice goes is to make sure 
you are doing things like 
shadowing, volunteering, 
etc., because you genu-
inely care and not just be-
cause it might look good on 
a resume or application.”
 Cole also empha-
sized the power of prepar-
ing for the application pro-
cess early. “Start EARLY,” 
she said with emphasis. 
“Don't underestimate the 
amount of time and effort 
that studying for the MCAT, 
doing your personal state-
ment and finishing appli-
cations takes. Also, get 
involved from day one in 
lots of activities. Take Jan-
term courses and learn 
about other cultures, vol-
unteer and do things out-
side of your field to stay 
well rounded for your re-
sume and your character.”
 Cole is proud 
of her undergraduate 
school and feels that MC 
was vital in her success. 
 “I am so glad I 
chose to go to MC,” Cole 
said. “I would never have 
been able to do all of the 
amazing things I partici-
pated in the last four years 
at another school, and it's 
these experiences that let 
me understand my real 
calling. Plus, having these 
on my applications and 
great relationships with 
professors is what a medi-
cal school wants to see in 
an applicant. I'm so glad I 
was able to spend my un-
dergraduate [years] here 
with such amazing fac-
ulty, staff and friends to 
help me get to this point.”
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Dr. Croner Self Storage
Short and Long Term Storage

Gas is expensive and storage is cheap!  
Don’t take all your stuff home for 
the summer.  Store it here in North 
Manchester at... 

Share a space with a friend or two and 
reduce your cost.

Dr. Croner Self Storage

Location:
On State Road 13, east side of 
highway one quarter mile south 
of State Road 114

(260) 982-4715
Discounts available — call us!

www.DrCroner.comOr visit us online at
and click on Storage Business.

PROFESSIONALS OF SCIENCE     Seniors Nick Seman, Erin Cole and Kyle Carlson pose in their scrubs after being 
accepted into medical school. A total of five Manchester seniors will be continuing their education in the fall at various 
medical and dental schools. All Manchester applicants were able to gain admission, highlighting the success of the pre-
professionals of science program.               Photo by Epi Sanchez

Spartans Move on to Medical, Dental School



Shelby Covington
Staff Writer

Nine international students 
will be graduating this se-
mester after completing 
their college education 
in the foreign environ-
ment of North Manches-
ter. Some have plans to 
further their education 
in the States while oth-
ers long to bring their new 
knowledge back home.
 These are both the 
aspirations for Abel Men-
gistu, computer science 
major from the capital of 
Ethiopia, Addis Ababa. Be-
fore returning home to use 
his education for the good 
of his people, Mengistu 
wants to gain work expe-
rience and then continue 
on to graduate school.
 Initially, Mengistu 
planned to follow IU Mas-
ter’s program for computer 
science this summer. How-
ever, he decided to defer 
his application, meaning 
he can delay his admis-
sion for a semester or year. 
“I thought I should work 
and see how it feels be-
fore doing four or five more 
years of school,” he said. 
 Currently Mengistu 
awaits confirmation of em-
ployment after completing 
four interviews in the past 
two weeks. “There’s so 
much demand for computer 
science that I’m not really 
affected by the economy,” 
he said. “It [the job search] 
is going very fast, faster 
than I thought it would.”
 International stu-
dents have three months to 
stay in the U.S on their F-1 

Student Visas after gradu-
ation. Then they have the 
option to continue to gradu-
ate school or apply for the 
Optional Practical Training 
program (OPT) in order to 
stay in the States. The OPT 
gives international stu-
dents permission to work 
for 12 months in the U.S. 
after graduating college. 
 Because Mengistu 
is a computer science ma-
jor, he receives an extra six 
months to work. After those 
18 months, his employers 
will have to sponsor him on 
the H-1 Work Visa which 
requires reapplication ev-
ery three years. “There’s 
always grad school if I don’t 
get sponsored,” he said.
 Ideally, Mengistu 
would like to work a few 
years here and invest 
the money he earns so 
that when he returns to 
Ethiopia, he can start his 
own business if jobs are 
scarce. “That’s my long 
term goal even though it’s 
very complicated,” he said.
 This long-term goal 
is similar to that of biology-
chemistry major Afadelyya 
Adam, who grew up in 
the capital of Cambodia, 
Phnom Penh. “When I be-
come a doctor, I only want 
to stay here long enough 
to gain experience,” Adam 
said. “Where I really want to 
live is Cambodia. So I’ll go 
back there, and that’s when 
I can fully help people.” 
 Adam began the 
path to medical school 
in Cambodia, completing 
four years of the eight-
year program. However, 
the university was French-

based, a language she had 
barely studied. “I found 
myself knowing noth-
ing,” Adam said. “That’s 
why I decided to choose 
a different path and come 
here.” Some credits trans-
ferred, and she will gradu-
ate this spring after three 

years at Manchester. 
 At present, Adam is ap-
plying for jobs and intern-
ships to work for a year via 
the OPT program. If that 
fails, she plans to volun-
teer in a hospital or clinic, 
probably in Seattle where 
her sister and mother live. 

 Further summer 
plans for Adam include tak-
ing the MCAT exam and 
applying to medical school. 
“If I’m lucky enough to get 
accepted, then I will go to 
medical school fall 2012,” 
she said. “That’s my plan.”
 Unlike Mengistu 
and Adam, biology-chemis-
try major Shafiqullah Fahim 
plans to return to his home 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, for 
a year immediately follow-
ing graduation. “It has been 
nine years since I’ve been 
living here,” he said. After 
living eight years in Paki-
stan, Fahim’s family came 
to America as refugees, 
and he began his school-
ing at North Side High 
School in Fort Wayne be-
fore coming to Manchester.
 While back home, 
Fahim will work for a mili-
tary-funded organization 
called Mission Impossible, 
translating the country’s 
two official languages: 
Pashto and Persian Dari 
(Afghani-style Persian). 
 Following his year 
off, Fahim intends to re-
turn to the U.S. for medi-
cal school. He said that his 
experience at Manchester 
prepared him well for medi-
cal school because he is 
“a lot more open-minded.” 
 After Fahim meets 
his goal of becoming a doc-
tor, he wants to gain experi-
ence working in the States 
for a few years. How-
ever, he ultimately wants 
to return to Afghanistan. 
“Maybe I will open a clinic 
back home just to help 
my people with whatever I 
learned over here,” he said.

 Plans for Jennifer 
Musisi are a little different. 
She came to Manchester 
in August 2007, after living 
19 years in Kampala, the 
capital city of Uganda. Like 
her peers, Musisi intends to 
take a year off from school-
ing and acquire some work 
experience before attend-
ing graduate school. How-
ever, her ultimate goal is 
to obtain a career in North 
America, ideally Canada, 
but also to have the ca-
pability to go back home 
whenever she desires.
“My future goal is to be a 
Hollywood writer, but that’s 
like my fantasy,” she said 
with a laugh. “Realistically, 
I hope to write for a maga-
zine or a newspaper like the 
Wall Street Journal. I just 
want to combine market-
ing and writing somehow.”
Musisi came to Manches-
ter with two years of uni-
versity already under her 
belt. In Uganda, she fol-
lowed the British school 
system and completed the 
Cambridge exam after high 
school graduation. Despite 
this extra work, Musisi 
said that her experience at 
Manchester has prepared 
her well for her future.
“It’s not just about the edu-
cation,” she said. “It has 
been everything I’ve been 
surrounded with since I 
came here. I’ve had so 
many experiences, both 
good and bad, that have 
helped nurture me. I’ve just 
learned so much more out-
side the classroom to help 
prepare me for the future.”

Kelsey Barta
Staff Writer

As the weather becomes 
warmer students turn their 
attention to their summer 
plans. While some go home 
to a summer job, others take 
part in unique experiences. 
 Sophomore Brad 
Murphy will fly out to Ha-
waii for seven weeks to 
play baseball. It won’t be 
the first time Murphy will 
go to the plate in a differ-
ent state, as he joined a 
team in Iowa last summer. 
Why is he going to Ha-
wai? “Why not?”  he asked. 
 Although Mur-
phy could stay and play 
at a league based in Fort 
Wayne, his hometown, he 
chooses to travel to dif-
ferent locations. “It gives 
me a chance to see differ-
ent competition,” he said. 
“It will improve me for this 
next season. Plus, it gives 
me a chance to go to Ha-
waii, so I’m not complain-
ing.” Murphy sent out let-
ters to five different places 
to travel for the summer. 
He contemplated going to 
South Carolina, but once 
he got a response from Ha-
waii, he never looked back. 
 Sarah Lauinger, 
a junior chemistry major, 
chooses to give up her 
summer of relaxing out by 
a pool in order to further her 
résumé. She will travel to 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi to study the pro-
tein folding of the amyloid 
beta protein which is found 
to be effective with Alzheim-
er’s disease and other neu-
rodegenerative diseases. 

 “Studying at a large 
university will increase my 
chance of getting into grad 
school,” Lauinger said. 
“It’s considered biophysi-
cal chemistry and that’s 
something new for me. 
I’m excited for new expe-
rience.” Along with getting 
paid for her research, she 
will receive a food stipend 
along with travel expenses 
covered. Lauinger applied 
to 35 different universities 
for a summer internship.
 North Carolina will 
be home for Stacie Hoff-
man this summer. She 
departs on May 29 in her 
Volkswagen Beetle loaded 
with enough belongings 
to keep her supplied until 
her return on August 15. 
Her duties will consist of 
her working in a kitchen 
for a church camp, for 
fourth graders through 
high school freshman. She 
heard of the job from the 
roommate she had while 
she went to school at Hun-
tington University. Even 
though her Beetle gets 
good gas mileage, she will 
be reimbursed for the mon-
ey she has to spend on gas. 
Besides her salary, she will 
be given a place to live 
and will only have to pay 
for food she will be eating. 
 Looking forward 
to the sunshine, sopho-
more Katie Helm will travel 
to California to work at a 
summer camp. On June 
18, she will fly out to the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains 
in Lakeshore, California, 
on a flight covered by the 
camp. Once there she will 
work as a counselor and 

also photographer. “I am 
super excited because 
there will be people from 
all over the world,” Helm 
said. “There are people 
from London and Australia 
who are going to be there. 
Not only do I get to meet 
new people, but this will 
look great on my résumé.” 
Helm’s sister has worked at 
the camp for the past three 
years and this year they 

will have an experience 
together for nine weeks.
 Unlike the oth-
ers, Kayla Werbianskyj 
heads north to Alaska for a 
class with Professor Jerry 
Sweeten. The field biol-
ogy class will be there from 
June 17 to July 3. “I’m ex-
cited to actually get to learn 
through experience instead 
of through a textbook,” 
Werbianskyj said. “I’m in-

terested in geology and 
Alaska is one of the most 
geologically active places 
in the world, not to mention 
beautiful.” The class will 
be camping the entire time 
and will also take a seven 
mile hike, tidal pooling, ca-
noeing and fishing. They 
will also be able to see gla-
ciers and will visit a moose-
monitoring preserve. 
 Wherever students 

are heading this summer, 
one thing is sure; they will 
gain experience need to 
further themselves. Mur-
phy is working to become 
a better baseball player, 
Lauinger and Helm are 
looking to enhance their 
résumé, Hoffman will be 
embarking on a new ex-
perience and Werbianskyj 
will be gaining class credit. 
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A BIOLOGIST IN ACTION     Junior Kayla Werbianskyj explores nature at Manchester. Like many Manchester students she 
will be experiencing a different world over the summer. She will be joining Professor Sweeten’s class in Alaska while other 
Manchester students will be found from coast to coast. Other students are making their way to California, North Carolina, 
Hawaii and Mississippi for scientific research, summer camps as well as baseball. 
                 Photo by Derek Wells 

Summer Plans: What Your Classmates  are Doing

A NEW HORIZON     Graduating seniors Afadelyya Adam 
and Jennifer Musisi embrace as they prepare for life after 
Manchester. Adam plans to become a doctor before return-
ing to her native country of Cambodia. Musisi is seeking 
a life in North America, far from her native Uganda, after 
attending graduate school.                       Photo by Julia Largent                                                          

International Graduates Share Plans for Future
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April Athletic Training 
Student of  the Month

Hometown: Chicago, IL

Current Sport: Baseball

Future Plans: Physical Therapy 
School

  Peter Kowalczyk

‘Relay for Life’ Promotes Cancer Awareness
Carson McFadden
Staff Writer

North Manchester’s Relay 
For Life took place from 
the evening of Friday, April 
29, through the morning of 
Saturday, April 30, on the 
Manchester College track. 
This event, the American 
Cancer Society’s primary 
fundraiser, featured booths 
from over 20 local busi-
nesses and organizations. 
 Most relays take 
place at a local park or 
school. Over the course 
of the night, each team 
or organization repre-
sented is asked to have 
at least one member 
walking around the track 
at all times. Relays run 
overnight and sometimes 
up to 24 hours in length, 
representing the fact that 
cancer never sleeps. 
 North Manches-
ter’s Relay featured many 
local organizations, in-
cluding several college 
clubs and teams. Circle K 
International, Manchester 
College Athletic Training 
Club, SHAPE Club and 
the Women’s Basketball 
team were all represented. 
Sophomore Tracie Doi, Cir-
cle K president, was thrilled 
about the whole event. “It 
was incredible to see so 
many people out for a good 
cause,” Doi said. “There 
were lots of people walk-
ing who had been affected 
by cancer, but every one 
of those people was doing 
something positive to help 
fight it. It was really cool.”
 Zook’s Café, a 
North Manchester eatery, 
had a booth and offered 

concessions, while sev-
eral local bands provided 
live music until late into the 
night. Junior Casey Val-
lier felt that the live music 
added a lot to the event. “I 
remember last year when 
it rained almost the whole 
time,” Vallier said. “This 
year was a lot more excit-
ing. With the better weath-
er, bands could play the 
whole time. I actually found 
myself singing a lot as I was 
walking around the track.”
 As it was raining 
for almost the entirety of 
last year’s relay, this year’s 
event had significantly bet-
ter weather−another factor 
that Joe Peters, a junior, 
thought contributed to the 
overall atmosphere. “Last 
year was rain the whole 
time−miserable weather for 
such an awesome celebra-
tion,” Peters said. “But this 
year was incredible. It was 
perfect weather for walking 
and hanging out. I think the 
weather also made more 
people come. No one’s go-
ing to want to come when 
it’s rainy, but this year, there 
were tons of people there.”
 One of the unique 
aspects of Relay For Life 
is the lighting of luminaries 
(clear plastic cups with can-
dles inside). After sunset, 
luminaries were lit around 
the edge of the track, each 
one representing and bear-
ing the name of a person 
touched by cancer. “Seeing 
all of the luminaries lit up at 
night was incredible,” Doi 
said. “They stretched all 
the way around the track, 
which is really sad, but it 
had an awesome effect.”
 Many local busi-

nesses and organizations 
were on hand, including 
Manchester Moms on a 
Mission, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Time 
Out Inn, the Manchester 
Clinic and CVS Knockouts. 
 People from most 
booths stayed overnight, 
including Manchester Cir-
cle K. Sophomore Sara 
Barker was one of those 
who braved the cold for 
the entire night. “It ended 
up getting pretty cold, but 
I had a good time,” Barker 
said. “And it was for a good 
cause. It was really great to 
see so many people out all 
night supporting the cause 
and raising awareness.”
 Along with the 
various booths and tents, 
this year’s relay also had 
a motorcycle show, a pet-
ting zoo, a silent auction, 
corn hole, various bas-
ketball games and a com-
petition called Mr. Relay. 
In this particular contest, 
male participants dressed 
up as females and walked 
around the track, gather-
ing donations as they went. 
 “The American 
Cancer Society Relay 
For Life is a life-changing 
event that gives everyone 
in communities across 
the globe a chance to cel-
ebrate the lives of people 
who have battled cancer, 
remember loved ones 
lost, and fight back against 
the disease,” says the 
Relay For Life website. 
For more information on 
Relay For Life and the 
American Cancer Society, 
visit www.relayforlife.org.

ONE STEP AT A TIME     Participants at ‘Relay for Life’ walk around the Manchester Col-
lege track on April 29 and April 30. The relay, sponsored by the American Cancer Society, 
is a fundraiser for research and hope. Both college organizations and community groups  
represented a united front against cancer as teams repeatedly circled the track during the 
24 hour event.
                    Photo by Erin Cole

Sample BBQ Tonight at Annual Rib Cook-off
Kelsey Collins
Staff Writer

The annual Chartwells rib 
cook-off will take place 
tonight during dinner and 
kick off May Day weekend. 
 The Chartwells rib 
cook-off has been a MC 
tradition for four years. Stu-
dents form teams with their 
own recipe to try to make 
the best ribs. Chartwells 
supplies the teams with 
30 pounds of ribs to cook. 
Student teams are allowed 
to go into the kitchens no 
earlier than Wednesday, 
May 4, to start preparing 
their ribs for the cook off. 
 Among the tradi-
tional variations, this year 
includes a new type of rib: 
a vegetarian tofu style. 
 The team in 
charge, known as Meat-
less, is made up of Sam 
Carwile, Katy Herder, Joe 
Stuart, Elena Bohlander 
and Zach Washington. 
Their vegetarian tofu ribs 
are shish kabobs made up 
of veggies and tofu. “Our 
‘ribs’ are better because 
we are trying something 
new and not using meat, 
giving the vegetarians and 
vegans an option,” says 
Washington. Team Meat-
less really does have a 
special sauce since it has 
to make its own. Most rib 
sauces contain ancho-
vies, so it would be better 
to make their own. The 
meatless ribs will allow 
the other vegetarians and 
vegans to come and enjoy 
themselves along with ev-
eryone else who will filling 
up on the traditional kind. 
 Ha Vu is enter-
ing her second year in the 
Chartwells rib cook-off. 

Last year Vu’s team the 
best rib with their Asian 
style.   Her team consists 
of five other students who 
are ready to win the best 
ribs again. Vu’s team will 
be using a United Nations 

theme: the members will 
have pork rib with Viet-
namese or Asian style. 
 Weather permit-
ting, the cook-off will be 
held outside in the Union 
parking lot this afternoon. 

THE GRILLMASTER     Chef Chris Fogarty pauses for a picture while making pizzas during 
lunch. Fogarty is the mastermind behind the annual rib cookoff which begins tonight at 5 
p.m. in the Union parking lot. 
        Photo by Joseph Stuart




