
Page 4

Stratton Smith
Staff Writter

Mikautadze Dance Theatre dancers mid-performance 

Only nine actors will fill 18 roles 
when Manchester Theatre brings 
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 
Nothing to the stage Oct. 16-18.

“It’s been awhile since 
Manchester has produced a 
Shakespeare play,” said Theatre 
Director Kira Hawkins. “It’s a 
great opportunity for our actors 
to tackle the language and learn 
what it takes to make this story 
come alive.” 

For the Wampler Au-
ditorium production, Hawkins 
is giving the romantic comedy a 
contemporary twist. “My hope is 
that a more contemporary setting 
will make the language feel more 
accessible, so the numerous jokes 
and situations of love will feel 
current rather than anticipated,” 
she said.

Senior Derek Self will 
portray Don Pedro, a charming 
prince, as well as Verges, a dirty 
commoner. “My biggest chal-
lenge will be bringing these two 
characters to life in two very dis-
tinct and unique ways,” said Self, 

an economics major from North 
Manchester who is no stranger to 
the stage.

“I’ve been in musicals 
my whole life,” he said. “Initial-
ly, I attended another school for 
musical theatre, but this is my 
first traditional play. I feel more 
vulnerable as an actor in this 
play.” 

Hawkins directed the 
play, The Foreigner, last spring 
for Manchester, and also directed 
the musical Oliver! at a Minneap-
olis theater. She teaches Theatre 
& Society at MU.

Hawkins and cast 
members are confident this 
Shakespearian play will emerge 
a success. “There are plots 
throughout the play to bring peo-
ple together, plots to tear people 
apart and plenty of laughs along 
the way,” she said. “If the audi-
ence is engaged and on board, a 
shared and immediate experience 
can send us all back outside the 
theatre’s doors changed and up-
lifted.”

The curtain rises at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday and Satur-
day, Oct. 16-17 and for a 2 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, Oct. 18.

MU Thespians Stretch 
for Shakespeare Play

All-Gender Restrooms 
Coming to Res Halls  
More gender neutral bathrooms 
are in the plans for Manchester 
University.

Gender neutral bath-
rooms already are available to 
Manchester students on the sec-
ond and third floors of the Aca-
demic Center and third floor of 
the Science Center. The bath-
rooms were installed to ensure 
every student at Manchester feels 
safe and comfortable, said Barb 
Burdge, director of the Univer-
sity’s Social Work program who 
has worked on the project. 

Next, the University 
will bring gender neutral bath-
rooms to the residence halls, she 
said.

Students asked for gen-
der neutral bathrooms after ha-

rassment occurred in one of the 
gendered bathrooms on the North 
Manchester campus, said Burdge, 
who also co-advises the campus 
organization United Sexualities. 
While MU attempted to provide 
gender neutral bathrooms at the 
end of the 2014 spring semester, 
not all students were satisfied.

A student filed an 
anonymous complaint with the 
Office of Civil Rights of the 
U.S. Department of Education, 
protesting that the new gender 
neutral bathrooms resulted in an 
unequal number of men’s and 
women’s bathrooms, violating 
Title IX policies. The complaint 
was dropped, but in an effort to 
ensure equality for all students, 
the University has increased the 
number of bathrooms, Burge 
said. 

The ultimate goal is to 
have a place where every student 

can feel safe in bathrooms in ev-
ery building, said Burdge. 

Erin Fralick
Staff Writer 

MU PRIDE WEEK SEPT. 20-26: MU United Sexualities hosts the 2015 Pride Week to bring attention to the LGBT+ community. Each day 
students are encouraged to wear a different color representing affliations including allies, trans*, lesbian and gay. The Tuesday Night of Noise 
broke the Day of Silence to raise awareness for the effects of bullying. Gay Prom is in the Science Center Atrium at 9 p.m. this Saturday.

Allies Show Support for Pride Week

Manchester Symphony cele-
brates the women of music
Throughout the history of music, 
female composers have been less 

vaunted than their male counter-
parts.

The Manchester Sym-
phony Orchestra offers a perfor-
mance that showcases both cur-
rent and past female composers in 
a performance at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 18, in Cordier Auditorium 
on the North Manchester campus 
of Manchester University.

Tickets for the general 
public are $10. Admission is free 
for MU students, faculty and staff 
with ID, and guests 18 years and 
younger.

Debra LynnThe perfor-
mance features compositions by 
Dame Ethel Smyth, Louise Far-
renc and MU’s own Debra Lynn. 

Soloists are Kristin Westover 
on violin and Christen Adler on 
horn.
Fort Wayne’s Mikautadze Dance 
Theatre will give a special per-
formance. 

There will be a 
pre-concert conversation in 
Cordier to discuss the issue of 
female composers and how they 
have been treated over the years. 
Attendance at the pre-concert 
conversation is not required for 
Manchester students seeking VIA 
credit.

The concert is part of 
the Values, Ideas and the Arts 
program at the University.

Founded in 1939, the 
Manchester Symphony Orchestra 
is a carefully crafted collabora-
tion of professional and commu-
nity musicians, along with select-
ed MU faculty, staff and student 
musicians.

Scott Humphries, an 
assistant professor at the Univer-
sity, conducts the symphony or-
chestra. Humphries also conducts 
the MU Symphonic Band and is 
principal conductor of the Fort 
Wayne Area Community Band.
Activities of the orchestra are 
supported by collaborations with 
the North Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce, the Economic 
Development Corporation of 
Wabash County and the Honey-
well Center. Productions include 
the Piano Coffee Hour hosted by 
Timbercrest and the Peabody Re-
tirement Community. Also, look 
for performances by the MU Jazz 
Quartet sponsored by the MSO.
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