
Football Looks to Returning 
Spartans for Momentum 

Good, Wood Lead 
Men’s Basketball 

MU Scrambling 
to Replace Wrestling 
Coach Who Resigned

Running back sophomore Hunter Hardee carries against Trine in a 38-14 loss in the season opener Sept. 3.

Assistant Coach Chad Cook 

SPARTAN SPORTS

With Coach Shannon Griffith at the 
head of the football program, Man-
chester is making strides this season. 
A lot of returning Spartans are ready 
for the new season. The big thing 
for the team this year is “flipping the 
switch,” to get off to a good start af-
ter only four wins last season. 

The key definitely will be 
the plays of returning senior quar-
terback Logan Haston and return-
ing junior wide receiver and return 
man Dakota Nelson, said Coach 
Griffith. That means the core of the 
team is back for the Spartans this 

year. Along with those two offensive 
standouts, Coach Griffith has sever-
al other impact players he expects to 
have breakout seasons, including ju-
nior tight end Brandon Webb, senior 
wide receiver Evan Rice and sopho-
more running back Hunter Hardee. 

Manchester opened its sea-
son with a 38-14 loss at in-state rival 
Trine on Sept. 3. Despite the large 
gap in the score, the Spartans remain 
optimistic for the rest of the season. 
“The heat that the game was played 
in definitely played a factor,” said 
sophomore tight end Jared Bourff. 
At least two key players for the 
Spartans suffered cramps due to the 
high temperature on the field. 

Bourff also talked about the 

attitude for the team at the end of the 
game: “The team was definitely up-
set about the way that it performed 
but is still confident about the rest of 
the campaign this year.”

Next on the schedule for the 
Spartans are the Quakers of Earl-
ham College on Saturday, Sept. 19. 
“We have done very well in the past 
against the Quakers and we are ex-
pecting some of the same results 
this time around,” said junior middle 
linebacker Steven Masters. 

Manchester is on the road 
for the Quaker contest and will not 
play on campus until the end of the 
month, when they welcome the Li-
ons of Mount St. Joseph on Satur-
day, Sept. 26.

Tanner Forsythe
Staff Writer 

The Spartans wrestling program is 
in flux this fall after the recent resig-
nation of Head Coach Matt Burlin-
game. Burlingame led the Spartans 
for nine consecutive seasons, finish-
ing with a 5-8 record in the 2014-15 
season. 

“(Burlingame) has such a 
great relationship with everyone 
here,” said Assistant Coach Chad 
Cook, who joined the Spartan wres-
tling staff in August 2014. “He has 
left the program in great shape and 
on the path to achieve some great 

success this year.” Spartan wrestlers 
will remember Coach Burlingame’s 
coaching philosophy well beyond 
the wrestling mat. “I will be miss-
ing Coach; he was a great coach and 
an even better person,” said junior 
wrestler Collin Wise. 

Burlingame has accepted a 
head wrestling coach position at 
Whitko High School, only minutes 
away from Manchester University, 
along with a teaching position in bi-
ology. 

With wrestling season just 
months away, the Spartans are seek-
ing a head wrestling coach while 
Chad Cook takes the lead in the 
meantime. Cook is looking forward 
to the future of the Spartans wres-
tling program, despite the loss of 
Burlingame. “We have a great group 
of leaders that are hard-working, and 
I am confident that they are leading 
the team in the right direction,” he 
said. 

The Head Wrestling Coach 
job is posted on the MU Human Re-
sources website. The new coach will 
also teach, according to the job list-
ing. 

“I’m sure all the guys on the 
team want a coach who pushes us 
to the limit and who will make us 
become better wrestlers and better 
people off the mat,” Wise said. 

Stratton Smith
Staff Writer 

When Manchester University men’s 
basketball team suits up for this sea-
son, players will have two new lead-
ers, but one is already familiar with 
the program: Gerad Good, as head 
coach and Mason Wood as assistant 
coach. 

Good, a 1995 Manchester 
graduate, played for the Black and 
Gold when Steve Alford had the 
reins on the program. Good was a 
student assistant for the Spartans 
during the magical run in 1994-95 
when the squad went to the Divi-
sion III National Championship 
game, the best finish a Manchester 
men’s basketball team has ever had. 
He served as assistant coach for Di-
vision II University of Southern In-
diana, with five national tournament 
appearances. He also was assistant 
coach for Divison I IPFW and John 
A. Logan College.

“It’s a great feeling to be back, 
almost surreal,” Good said. “Not ev-
eryone can reach their dream job, 
and I have finally done that.”

Good brings his wife Robin 
and children, Miles, 10, and Kins-
ley, 6, to the Spartan community. 
Robin is very familiar with the cam-
pus as well; this is where the couple 
first met. Pictures of Good’s family 
and drawings by his children cover 

portions of the walls in his office, 
depicting a family man who wants 
his family to be a part of the new 
era of Manchester men’s basketball. 
Alford’s family presence around the 
team was an important part of his 
coaching, which Good has embraced 
in his own style of coaching. 

Mason Wood brings several 
years of coaching experience with 
him to help the Spartans rebuild the 
program. He served as an assistant at 
Division II Emporia State University 
of Kansas, before accepting the job 
at Manchester. The assistant brings a 
passion and love of the game that he 
hopes to pass on to his players. “I am 
pretty fiery and intense while coach-
ing,” he said. “It is not a bad thing, it 
shows the kids I care.” 

The two coaches will also 
teach on campus. Good will teach 
cycling, racquetball and tennis and 
Wood will teach golf during spring 
semester.

Zach Newcomer 
Staff Writer 

Give Blood. Change Lives.
On Thursday, Sept. 17, the American 
Red Cross will conduct a blood drive 
in the upper Jo Young Switzer Cen-
ter not only for students but also for 
the North Manchester community. 
They’ll take sign-ups or walk-ins for 
the donations, which take about an 
hour. 

Students will be able to sign 
up early at lunch and dinner in the 
Switzer Center throughout the week, 
starting Sept. 14. Snacks and juice 
will be provided to donors. Not able 
to donate? Volunteer to help the 
drive. 

Last year, Manchester Uni-
versity donated over 260 units of 
blood to the Red Cross and hopes 
to exceed that this year, said Carole 
Miller-Patrick, director of the MU 
Center for Service Opportunities. 

Most of the blood donated at MU 
drives stays in and around northern 
Indiana, she said. Donating blood is 
important to people who may need 
it because of an accident, for exam-
ple.

Students who donate their 
blood at MU’s Blood Drives might 
possibly save the life of someone they 
know, she said. Donors must be in 
good general health, be feeling well, 
be at least 17 years old, and weigh at 
least 110 pounds. Donors may not 
have traveled abroad recently.

Your blood could be what 
they need. There are four types of 
blood: Group A, Group B, Group AB 

Ramsen Bet-Nimrod
Staff Writer 

Manchester’s first 
blood drive is 

Thursday, Sept. 17

and Group O. Knowing what type of 
blood you have can benefit you in 
an accident. Students will learn their 
blood type at the Blood Drive. 

This school year, Manchester 
plans to have three more drives, on 
Nov. 19, Feb. 18 and April 21. Please 
keep in mind that dates may change, 
but Manchester will let us know with 
emails, flyers and at a table in the 
JYSC. 

Left: Head Coach Gerad Good 
Right: Assistant Coach Mason Wood


