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The Oak Leaves
Professors Participate in ‘4 Paws For Ability’

Career Services Hosts First ‘Career Closet’

Allie Spillman
Staff Writer

As students walk through 
the snow this season, they 
are likely to see more than 
just shoe prints on the 
sidewalks. Service dogs 
are now leaving their paw 
prints alongside those 
shoe patterns as MU con-
tinues its trial in the uni-
versity training program 
“4 Paws For Ability.” Upon 
completing their training, 
these dogs will be matched 
with children with excep-
tional needs and will per-
form duties ranging from 
autism assistance to sei-
zure assistance.
 Many will remem-
ber Professor Mary Lah-
man of communication 
studies leading Etsy, an 
English golden retriever 
service pup, around cam-
pus and down the halls 
during fall 2014. Etsy came 
to Manchester at the age of 
six months—approximately 
three and a half in human-
years—to begin what La-
hman calls Manchester’s 
“first class of puppies with 
ability and conviction,” to 
echo Manchester’s Mis-
sion Statement. Similar 
to the age ratio between 
dogs and humans, service 
dogs enrolled in the univer-
sity training program are 
expected to graduate in a 
short three months com-
pared to the typical four-
year college experience for 
humans.
 Though Etsy has 
“graduated” and returned 
to the “4 Paws For Abil-
ity” headquarters in Xenia, 
Ohio, she has left behind 

a legacy. “University stu-
dents exclaimed that you 
‘made their day’ and that 
their hearts ‘leaped with 
joy’ when you approached 
them in the hallway,” Lah-
man wrote in her blog post 
(composed in a letter for-
mat) to Etsy. “Many would 
just get on the floor with 
you and nuzzle in your fur, 
as if drawing strength from 
you. One elementary stu-
dent, upon learning that 
you would help a family, 
exclaimed that you might 
be coming to his house 
because his dad needed 

help.”
 While Lahman ac-
knowledged her tears and 
longing for Etsy’s presence 
after they parted, she also 
described a “greater good” 
that motivated her to con-
tinue with the program. 
“You have great work to 
do,” she wrote in her blog 
to Etsy, but noted that the 
responsibility belongs to 
others as well. “There is 
a huge need for people to 
help socialize these ani-
mals so that they can move 
on to their advanced train-
ing,” Lahman said. 

 Following Etsy’s 
example, a new class of 
service dogs has emerged 
at Manchester. Lahman is 
currently fostering Saks, a 
six-month-old golden lab 
and member of the “depart-
ment store litter.” Inspired 
by Lahman, Associate 
Professor of Economics, 
Sreenath Majumder adopt-
ed three-month-old gold-
en retriever service pup 
Avril, named after Cana-
dian singer-songwriter Avril 
Lavigne, only a few weeks 
ago.
 Despite Lahman’s 

previous experiences with 
household pets and Etsy, 
she tried not to refer to 
those animals as much 
when she introduced Saks. 
“It’s like comparing children 
or comparing students,” 
she said. From an objec-
tive rather than evaluative 
standpoint, however, La-
hman did describe Saks 
as being much more calm 
than Etsy was, citing her 
tennis elbow as evidence 
of Etsy’s ability to “get up 
and go.” She was also sur-
prised to see how much 
more time Saks spends 

sleeping.
 Majumder, on the 
other hand, is a first-time 
pet owner and could not 
compare foster-pup Avril 
to another pet even if he 
wanted to. That being said, 
Majumder is quickly learn-
ing the ropes of pet parent-
hood. “Avril is very loving,” 
he said, “but she is like a 
human baby—she can-
not speak—and I have to 
understand what her feel-
ings are.” Continuing the 
baby comparison, he later 
added: “For the last week 
and a half, the most com-
mon words to come out of 
my mouth have been ‘No, 
Avril, no.’”
 Majumder recalled 
a recent incident when he 
was leaving a voicemail for 
an insurance agent, and 
Avril starting getting into 
things in his office. “I had to 
end the call, and when the 
lady called back she said, 
‘you didn’t say anything to 
me; you just started talking 
to someone else, saying 
no, Avril, no.’ ” 
 In the time it had 
taken Majumder to tell 
this story, Avril had found 
a pack of tissues and was 
quietly ripping them apart 
at his feet. Majumder bent 
over in his office chair to 
clean up, and when he 
turned his head from the 
trash can back to the re-
maining tissue bits, Avril 
embraced her “retriever” 
breeding and stuck her 
head into the bin, creating 
yet another mess.
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PUPPIES OF ABILITY AND CONVICTION     Professor Mary Lahman poses for a photo with Saks, a six-month-old golden 
lab that she is currently fostering for the “4 Paws For Ability” university training program. The program trains puppies for 
three months to become service dogs for children with exceptional needs. Professor Sreenath Majumder is also fostering 
a service pup this semester, a three-month-old golden retirever named Avril.                     Photo by Savannah Riley

Rachel Laing
Staff Writer

An important element to 
making a good impression 
is the clothes that some-
one wears—which is why 
Career Services launched 
Manchester’s first Career 
Closet in anticipation of the 
spring Career Fair. 
 Senior English ma-
jor Erica Graphman was in 
charge of the event, which 
ran for a two-week period 
in the Success Center. Stu-
dents could go to the back 
of the center where sev-
eral racks of both profes-
sional and business casual 
clothes stood, ready to 
be picked through. There 
were also charts telling 
students information like 
appropriate heel heights 
for interviews and what 
clothes don’t make the cut 
for professional dress. A 
room usually used for test 
taking doubled as a dress-
ing room.
 Many students 
stopped by to pick up pro-
fessional dress clothes to 
wear to the Career Fair or 
just to have on hand. “The 
whole goal of the Career 
Closet was to educate stu-
dents about professional 
dress and to provide stu-
dents access to clothing 
they may need, but cannot 
afford,” Graphman said. 
“Career Services noticed a 
dramatic difference in the 
amount of students who 
wore professional dress to 
the Career and Internship 
Fair.”

 Kalie Ammons 
was one of the students 
that snagged something to 
wear from the “Career-Fair 
Appropriate” rack of cloth-
ing. “I got a fitted pinstripe 
suit in black and white,” 
Ammons said. “I'm always 
on the hunt for new po-

sitions, whether they're 
internships or possible 
careers, and I've been us-
ing the same suit for a few 
years now. I was hoping to 
find some variety.”
 The clothes were 
donated by members of 
the North Manchester 

community, as well as fac-
ulty and staff. While it was 
an excellent opportunity for 
students, the size selec-
tions appeared to be a little 
thin—literally. Ammons 
pointed out a deficiency 
in diversity of sizes in the 
professional clothes. “The 

largest size they offered 
in suits were a 12, which I 
can fit in about a third of the 
time,” she said. “It was mi-
raculous that I found some-
thing that even remotely 
fit.” Still, she was grateful 
for the Closet. “Sure, it was 
difficult to find something, 

but it never hurts to look,” 
she said.
 Junior Peyton Mill-
er was glad for the chance 
to look for professional 
clothes as well.  “I was 
able to get a business skirt, 
matching jacket and dress 
shirt,” she said. “Recently, 
I have been looking into 
business clothes to pre-
pare for life after college.”
 Miller noticed a bit 
of lack in variety of sizes as 
well. “There was definitely 
a nice selection, but there 
were not a whole lot of op-
tions in the smaller sizes,” 
she said. “This was super 
impressive for the first one 
Manchester had, though.”
 In looking at the 
business casual selec-
tions, it became apparent 
that many of the options 
might serve their intended 
purpose. “The colors and 
cuts for their ‘casual’ selec-
tion were clearly meant for 
much older women, and 
many of them I wouldn't 
consider business casual,” 
Ammons said. “I've learned 
that khaki pants and polo 
shirts really only count as 
business casual at a mid-
dle school football awards 
dinner, and that seemed to 
be a lot of what they were 
offering.”
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SUIT UP!     Recently, Career Services launched Manchester’s first “Career Closet,” during which students were provided 
with access to professional and business casual clothes that they may need, but are unable to afford. The clothing items, 
which were donated by faculty and staff members as well as by the North Manchester community, were displayed on 
racks in the back of the Success Center for nearly two weeks. In addition to providing students with professional attire, 
the Career Closet intended to educate students about professional dress for interviews.                 Photo by Savannah Riley
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Around Campus
McFadden Stresses Verbal Communication

Minecraft Club Brings MU Gamers Together

Loic Youth
Staff Writer

“Yik Yak is the anti-Valen-
tine’s day app” were strong 
words by President David 
McFadden in his plea to 
Manchester students to 
keep away from the social 
media app at least for a 
day. 
 President McFad-
den sent out an email on 
Friday, Feb. 13, asking 
students to resist the temp-
tation of taking to Yik Yak 
on Valentine’s Day. The 
social media app that has 
become a mainstay around 
several campuses in the 
United States as well as 
Manchester, has raised 
some concerns due to the 
messages being posted. 
Such concerns were a fac-
tor behind the president 
asking Manchester stu-
dents to refrain from using 
it at least for a day. “As a 
Valentine’s day gift to your-
self and your Manchester 
family, consider not using 
Yik Yak tomorrow,” he said 
in his email. 
 McFadden be-
lieves that Yik Yak has its 
perks; however, it can be-
come problematic. “I think 
it's great for some things, 
but it seems to be misused 

more than it is used ap-
propriately,” he said. “I’m a 
much bigger fan of social 
media where your name 
is connected to your com-
ments. The thing about Yik 
Yak that I like the least is 
the way some people like 
to hide behind anonym-
ity when they whack other 
people.”
 The misuses of 

Yik Yak he talked about are 
when people post nega-
tive messages about other 
people. He highlighted that 
the posts that capture his 
attention the most are “the 
ones from people who are 
lonely and putting others 
down.” Therefore the goal 
of his email was to encour-
age verbal communication 
and build connections; es-

pecially since Valentine’s 
Day was coming up. “It's 
a harder day than many to 
say ‘let’s hang out togeth-
er’ because it’s easy to be 
misunderstood, but that’s 
all the more reason to con-
nect personally,” McFad-
den said.
 Though the email 
was predominantly meant 
for Valentine’s Day, the 

president had some ex-
tra advice for Manchester 
students. “Relationships 
are really important to me, 
friends, family and col-
leagues,” he said. “The 
best relationships that I’ve 
ever had have developed 
when we’ve had time to sit 
and get to know each other 
well. Manchester provides 
lots of opportunities to de-
velop those kinds of deep 
and long-lasting relation-
ships.” 
 Addressing the 
students directly, he add-
ed: “Spend your time mak-
ing good friends, not post-
ing anonymously on Yik 
Yak.” 
 Tim McConville, 
a senior communication 
studies major, referred to 
Yik Yak as a “mask that 
people can hide behind.” 
Though he admitted to hav-
ing the app at some point, 
he later deleted it because 
of the cowardice of people 
posting anonymously be-
hind a screen. He later on 
described the app as being 
“ridiculous.”
 However, though 
the email had good inten-
tions, McConville believes 
that it was needless be-
cause we are all adults and 
can’t really be told what to 

do. “I don’t know if people 
were yaking a lot on Valen-
tine’s Day but me person-
ally, as soon as I got that 
email I was like, if I had Yik 
Yak, I am going to yak a lot 
more,” he said.
 Bertin Gisagara, a 
senior finance major, has 
never had a Yik Yak ac-
count but says that he saw 
no reason for the app to 
exist based on what he had 
heard of it. He appreciated 
the president’s email but 
was slightly disappointed 
by the fact that the school 
cannot do much about 
what people post. “It kind of 
sucks that the school can-
not stop or filter the nega-
tive things that are said 
about people,” he said. 
Like McConville, Gisagara 
accepted that it is hard to 
tell a group of adults what 
they can or cannot do but 
he fully supported the pres-
ident’s email. “Definitely, 
100 percent,” he said. “I 
understand that you can-
not really stop people from 
using Yik Yak but I do not 
see any good coming from 
it.”
 Both students and 
the president agreed on 
one item: Yik Yak would be 
a better proposition if it was 
not anonymous.

Haylee Parrish
Staff Writer

For students intrigued by 
the popular video game 
Minecraft, there is a new 
club at Manchester that 
might be right up your al-
ley. The Minecraft Club, 
which held its first meet-
ing during the first week of 
February, strives to bring 
students together through 
multiplayer interactions as 
well as through club at-
tendance. Specifically, it is 
designed to unite students 
who might otherwise never 
interact with each other due 
to conflicting majors and 
programs. The Minecraft 
Club was conceived of by 
club president Steve Miller 
and vice president Ben Bo-
len through the concept of 
Social-Craft. The club has 
held two meetings thus far, 
and over 40 people signed 
up when it was advertised 
at the spring Activities Fair.
 Stripped down to 
its bare bones, Minecraft, 
which was initially released 

in 2009, is a game about 
using blocks in order to cre-
ate anything that the player 
can imagine, whether it be 
a simple home, large-scale 
castle, or even an entire 
city. And that is just the 
tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to expressing cre-
ativity. The sky is the limit. 
“It caters to a lot of game 
playing styles, whether you 
prefer creativity, the thrill of 
searching for rare objects, 
or the player vs. player 
aspect,” said Erica Graph-
man, the club's secretary. 
“I already knew most of the 
people in the club before-
hand, but playing a game 
with them is a different sort 
of interaction. With a game 
like Minecraft, you can see 
other people's abilities, 
creativity, and innovative 
ideas which you might not 
necessarily see in a class-
room setting.”
 The club meets 
twice a month in person: 
on the first Wednesday 
and the third Saturday of 
the month, which the club 

refers to as Social-Craft. At 
Social-Craft, the club gath-
ers to play the game, eat 
and have a good time. For 
instance, at the club's last 
meeting on Saturday, play-
ers raced in order to see 
who could find diamonds 
the fastest. The winner 
of the race claimed a gift 
card. Servers for the club 
are up on a 24/7 basis so 
that  people may play with 
each other any time they 
wish, and there are two 
servers set up depending 
on the player's game pref-
erences.
 “There hasn't been 
any criticism,” Graphman 
said. “A lot of people have 
heard of Minecraft because 
of its availability on the 
computer, Playstation and 
Xbox, and I think that has 
helped increase aware-
ness and excitement for 
the club. We have received 
a few laughs, though.”
 Students who are 
interested may join the 
club by either showing up 
to a meeting or by con-

tacting Steve Miller. Meet-
ings are usually held in the 
evening, though currently 
there is no set location. 
“We're only two meetings 
in, but so far it's been fun!” 

Graphman said. “It's nice 
having a game that you 
play whenever you have 
free time and know that 
someone else on campus 
is going to be playing too. It 

also leads to some pranks 
now and again, but it's all 
in good fun.”
 
  
 

 Many dog owners, 
especially those raising 
puppies, may sympathize 
with Majumder and re-
member their own frustra-
tions with all-too-curious 
canines, but training a ser-
vice dog is different from 
raising a domestic pet. 
“Your time is not your own,” 

Lahman said. “It’s a con-
stant negotiation when you 
wake up. You find yourself 
thinking ‘Here’s my day, 
and now where does Saks 
fit into it?’ When people 
have pets, they usually 
share that duty with the 
family, but with a service 
dog, you are the primary 

handler. That means you 
will figure out how to get 
around with this dog, how 
to use the restroom, how 
to navigate stairs, and how 
to go to a restaurant or 
the grocery store. It really 
teaches us about ability.” 
 Despite the chal-
lenges and headaches, 

training both of these pups 
contains an extra silver lin-
ing. Both Lahman and Ma-
jumder described the joy 
that Saks and Avril bring 
to others as being the best 
part of the experience. 
“The way they can sense a 
child in the room is amaz-
ing,” Lahman said. “Their 

ears perk up, and they 
are just ready to greet that 
child. They form a real con-
nection whether it be with 
an eight year old or an 18 
year old.”
 Majumder de-
scribed a similar connec-
tion that he sees every 
day. “For many faculty and 

students, in the morning 
when Avril comes in and 
starts jumping on their laps 
is a great start to their day,” 
he said. “Avril brings happi-
ness and positive feelings 
to the campus.”

 After staying open 
for nearly two weeks, 
the Career Closet is now 
closed. Not all of the clothes 
found new homes with stu-
dents this time around, but 
don’t worry. “We are going 
to see if Blue Jacket Cloth-
ing Company, our sponsor 
for the Career Fair (they let 

us borrow the mannequins) 
wants some of the clothing 
for their store,” Graphman 
said. “We might also keep 
some of the suits for future 
use in Career Closets.”
 Students are look-
ing forward to future Career 
Closets as well. “I would 
definitely come again!” 

Miller said.  “In the future, 
I hope to donate some 
clothes for those who need 
it. Though I did not hear 
many reactions, I think that 
this event went over very 
well and will only improve 
in the years to come.”
 Ammons cites the 
event as being very helpful 

to all students. “The other 
students I saw there also 
seemed to be having trou-
ble finding something that 
would fit or be appropriate, 
but I think everyone left 
with something,” she said. 
“If anything, it's a good way 
to help students diversify 
their wardrobe.” 

 The effects of stu-
dents being able to own 
dress clothes that they 
might not have had the 
opportunity to get before 
are already showing. “Ca-
reer Services has already 
received response from 
employers who were im-
pressed with the level of 

professionalism that Man-
chester students have,” 
Graphman said. “Respons-
es like this provides Man-
chester University and all 
Manchester students with 
outstanding reputations in 
the business world.”

GAME ON     Manchester’s new club, created by its president Steve Miller, invites students 
to get together to play the popular video game Minecraft. Players utilize creativity, innova-
tion and competition, and can meet other students who share a love of gaming. The club 
does not have an official meeting location, so interested students may contact Miller for 
more information.                    Image courtesy of www.kotaku.com

APP FREE     President McFadden encourages students to build relationships the old-fash-
ioned way. Instead of using an anonymous app, McFadden would prefer to see students 
communicating face-to-face, which he believes enables stronger connections to develop. 
Valentine’s Day prompted a campus-wide email urging students to put away their phones 
and take advantage of the opportunites Manchester presents to build relationships in per-
son.                                    Image courtesy of www.bvtack.com 
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