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Yak at Your Own Risk: ITS, 
McFadden May Be the OP

Musician. Thespian. Teacher. And 
now, playwright. Sophomore edu-
cation major Bailey Short’s original 
one act play What Wall? opens on 
the Wampler Auditorium stage on 
Dec. 5-6 at 7 p.m.
 She was the assistant di-
rector for Much Ado About Noth-
ing earlier this semester and is no 
stranger to performing. This year, 
she is in four ensembles and is sec-
retary for Manchester Theatre Soci-
ety (MTS).
 Short got the idea to 
write her own one act when a 
friend suggested MTS stage a play 
about breaking the fourth wall. The 
“fourth wall” is an imaginary wall 
that divides the world created by 
the play and the real world of the 
audience watching the play.
 She was unable to find 
that particular play, however. By 
this time, Short realized she had 
thought of all the content she hoped 
this play would entail.
 At that point, she decided 
to write it herself. 
 What Wall? is riddled 

Manchester Sport Management 
students earned first place for their 
case study last week at the annual 
conference Indiana Association for 
Health, Physical Education, Recre-
ation and Dance (IAHPERD) Con-
ference.
 Students in attendance 
had to present their research on 
how they would market the new 
University of Alabama at Birming-
ham (UAB) football program, 
which was cut in 2014, but looks to 
be reestablished for the 2017 sea-
son.
 First-year Storm Shortt 
and juniors Emilee Liston, Megan 

Author, policy analyst and activist 
Phyllis Bennis presents “Under-
standing ISIS and Alternatives to 
War” on Thursday, Nov. 19. The free 
VIA begins at 3:30 p.m. in Cordier 
Auditorium.
 Bennis will discuss the 
challenges of dealing with ISIS, the 
Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham, 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant or Islamic State. She will sug-
gest nonviolent alternatives to the 
U.S. strategy of escalating its air 
war, drone war and troops on the 
ground.
 Bennis directs the New 
Internationalism Project at the In-
stitute for Policy Studies, special-

“Eel River Fall 2015” by Savannah Riley 

Alongside the Facebook and Twit-
ter icons on college students’ smart-
phones is a cartoon picture of a 
yak; the icon for the anonymous 
app, Yik Yak, which is stirring up 
controversy on college campuses 
around the country. The app allows 
anyone within a certain radius to 
post nameless statuses, and others 
in the area can view posts and vote 
on them. 
 Given the freedom of an-
onymity, students are able to post 
about what ever they like, no matter 
how vulgar or offensive it may be. 
“Kids act like high schoolers,” said 
sophomore Tod Oram. He added 
that the amount of drama and sex-
ual tension revealed on the app is 
juvenile and often cruel.
 Senior Devin Conwell 
says Yik Yak gives students the op-
portunity to say things that they 
would not normally feel comfort-
able saying. “People constantly talk 
about each other,” he said. “There is 
a lot of negativity on there.”
 Last year, as Yik Yak be-
gan to grow in popularity, MU 
President Dave McFadden noticed 
this negativity. “It was used to treat 
people poorly, and some people 
were being bullied,” he said. “People 
can just be vicious with each other.” 
The problem grew so prevalent that 
there was discussion over whether 
it should be shut down on campus. 
 “The anonymity is prob-
lematic, because we can’t go in 
and do anything about it,” he said. 
“Anything that really destroys com-
munity or tears down individuals, 
or could be construed as bullying, 
really bothers me.”
 Though Campus Safety 
does not monitor Yik Yak, officials 
do acknowledge that, if the negativ-
ity grows to an extreme level, MU 
has the ability to step in. “Yik Yak 
is not as private as users believe it 
to be,” said Director of Universi-
ty Safety Harold Napier. “It is very 
easy to pin point the phone that is 
sending any serious threat by ob-
taining a couple of warrants.” 
 He adds that several 

college students around the coun-
try have already been arrested for 
threats that they’ve posted onto the 
app. 
 Despite its downfalls, 
some identify ways in which Yik 
Yak benefits the MU community. 
Campus ITS uses the app to see 
what students have to say about the 
technology on campus. If there are 
complaints posted about Wi-Fi or 
TV channels, ITS will know to ad-
dress those issues, said Travis Steele, 
director of IT operations. “It gives 
us limited information, but at lease 
we’re aware that there’s a problem.” 
Though the ITS team recommends 
that students call the Help Desk to 
get problems fixed, many are more 
likely to tell Yik Yak first.  
 President McFadden sees 
other positives to the app. “People 
can communicate with each other 
even if they don’t know each other,” 
he said. “You can see what other 
people around here are thinking.” 
Oram notes that it is useful “if 
someone lost their keys, or if some-
one’s car lights are left on.”
 This month marks two 
years since the app was released, 
and it is still going strong at Man-

chester. “I thought that it would 
die out over the summer, but it 
bounced back somehow,” said Con-
well. “I think it’s still got some time 
of staying alive.” 
 President McFadden isn’t 
too concerned about the future of 
the app, because readers have the 
ability to police the content. If a 
post is disliked, or voted down, by 
five people, it will disappear from 
the feed. 
 “Yik yak has built this in 
as a way of saying if the people in 
your community think you’re be-
ing stupid, they can get you off Yik 
Yak,” he said. MU students will take 
advantage of this power, because 
they will want to maintain the in-
tegrity and dignity of Manchester’s 
campus, President McFadden said.
 “If someone is really in-
appropriate, students can act on 
that.”
 Oram says many prob-
lems would be solved if people re-
lied less on social media. “People 
need to learn to just talk face to face 
and not over Yik Yak,” he says, us-
ing the compliments and flirtations 
that happen anonymously as an ex-
ample. “Just go up and tell her she’s 
cute!”
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‘Understanding ISIS’: Middle 
East Specialist, Author 
Bennis Presents VIA Nov. 19
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izing in U.S. foreign policy in the 
Middle East.  She was a journalist at 
the United Nations for 10 years, and 
serves as a special advisor to U.N. 
officials on Middle East issues.
 The latest of the 11 
books she has edited and written 
is Understanding ISIS and the New 
Global War on Terror. Her other 
titles include Before & After: US 
Foreign Policy and the War on Ter-
ror, Challenging Empire: How Peo-
ple, Governments and the UN Defy 
U.S. Power and Understanding the 
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.  Bennis 
appears regularly on U.S. and inter-
national media to provide analysis 
on events in the Middle East.
 The presentation is spon-
sored by the Manchester Peace 
Studies Institute.
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Stouder and Chase Venable com-
peted with teams from Indiana 
State University and University 
of Indianapolis. A trio of sopho-
mores – Ethan Foster, Blake Moore 
and Dan Massucci – participated 
alongside the other schools as well. 
Students from Manchester have at-
tended the conference in the past, 
but this is the first time participat-
ing in the case study. The winners 
received a plaque. 
 The UAB football pro-
gram was cut from the Athletics 
Department budget, along with 
the rifling and bowling teams. Af-
ter the 2014 football season, when 
the president of UAB announced 
the decision to cut these programs, 
public outrage ensued. 

Yik Yak screen capture

 Students in the competi-
tion developed ways to help market 
the new football program and gain 
donors and support in the process. 
“We had to come up with ways to 
help brand the team,” said Venable. 
“We worked nearly every day for 
three weeks on this project.” 
 MU students also joined 
a networking mixer with sport 
management professionals from 
the Indy Fuel, Indianapolis Colts, 
NCAA and other local organiza-
tions. “This event is good for our 
professional development,” said 
Venable. “It shows underclassman 
what to expect when meeting pro-
fessionals and allows upperclass-
men to have a really good network-
ing session.” 

with theater jokes and is a “theater 
nerd one act.” Those who are not 
theater nerds will still enjoy the hu-
mor and sass that ensues through-
out the half-hour act.
 To add to its complexity, 
What Wall? is a play within a play: 
Short offers an underlying shows 
that has a drastically different plot.
 Writing is not a new 
hobby for Short. She submits sto-
ries Wattpad, an online writing 
community. Her latest works have 
fantasy themes for young adult 
readers. For instance, she recent-
ly completed Ice and Fire, a story 
about superheroes. In progress is 
Forbidden, which links the Salem 
Witch Trials to modern day.
 Short explained her writ-
ing process as somewhat erratic: 
“It may take a month and a half to 
write a good paragraph, or it could 
take two minutes to write an entire 
page.”
 Switching between writ-
ing for the page and writing for the 
stage poses unique challenges.
 “In a book, there can be 
a backstory and every tiny detail 
is told,” she said. “A play has to be 
written in verbal and nonverbal di-
alogue.”


